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List of references for the early HEC and BTM computers.  

 
 
Note that the background to all the early British stored-program projects from 1945 – 1951 
is summarised in: Alan Turing and his Contemporaries: building the world’s first 
computers. Simon Lavington [ed]. Published by BCS in 2012. 111 pages; many 
illustrations. ISBN: 978-1-90612-490-8. 
 
Another general account, spanning the period from the late 1940s to the mid-1960s, is: 
Early British Computers (Simon Lavington). Published by Manchester University Press 
(in the UK) and Digital Press (in the USA) in 1980. 139 pages, many illustrations.  ISBN: 0-
7190-0803-4.  Available online at: http://ed-thelen.org/comp-hist/EarlyBritish.html  
 
 
 
HEC/BTM. 
 
1. Andrew D Booth - Britain’s Other “Fourth Man”. Roger G. Johnson. In History of 
Computing – Learning from the Past, A. Tatnall (Ed). HC2010, IFIP Advances in 
Information & Communication Technology 325, pages 26-37, 2010.  
 
2. The HEC computer. R Bird. Proc. IEE, Vol. 103, part B, March 1956, pages 207 – 216.  
 
3. BTM’s first steps into computing, R Bird. Resurrection, the Bulletin of the Computer 
Conservation Society, number 22, summer 1999.  
 
4. HOLLERITH Field Engineering Manual for HEC 2M Electronic Computer Type 560. 
Published by BTM Co Ltd., reference 8352 (8.55). Undated but probably August 1955.  
 
5. ICL: a business and technical history. M Campbell-Kelly. Oxford University Press, 1989. 
ISBN: 0-19-853918-5.  
 
6. Compiled notes and personal memories of HEC2M – (extracts). David Hanley, 
November 1999. 


