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Note that the background to all the early British stored-program projects from 1945 – 1951 
is summarised in: Alan Turing and his Contemporaries: building the world’s first 
computers. Simon Lavington [ed]. Published by BCS in 2012. 111 pages; many 
illustrations. ISBN: 978-1-90612-490-8. 
 
Another general account, spanning the period from the late 1940s to the mid-1960s, is: 
Early British Computers (Simon Lavington). Published by Manchester University Press 
(in the UK) and Digital Press (in the USA) in 1980. 139 pages, many illustrations.  ISBN: 0-
7190-0803-4.  Available online at:  http://ed-thelen.org/comp-hist/EarlyBritish.html   On 
pages 70 – 73 there are extracts from a log book called the Leo Chronicle, which covers 
the LEO project during the period February 1947 to November 1954   
 
 
 
 
[A]. Original source documents and published papers.  
 
1. The LEO Chronicle, major events from1947 to 1962. T R Thompson. This document, 
which is in the form of a diary, is kept in the LEO Archives - see the LEO Computers 
Society:  http://www.leo-computers.org.uk/    
 
2. LEO – Lyons Electronic Office. Three technical papers: part 1 by J M M Pinkerton & E J 
Kaye; part 2 (entitled Operation and maintenance) by E H Lanaerts; part 3 (entitled A 
checking device for punched data tapes) by E J Kaye and G R Gibbs. Electronic 
Engineering, vol. 29, 1954, pages 284 – 291, 335 – 341 and 386 – 392.  
 

3. Electronic Abacus. Unattributed article in The Economist, 13
th 

March 1954, pages 789 – 
791.  
 
4. And how to avoid them. D T Caminer. The Computer Journal, Vol. 1, No 1, 1958, pages 
11-14.  
 
5. Four Years of Automatic Office Work. T R Thompson. The Computer Journal, Vol. 1, No 
1, 1958, pages 106-112.  
 
6. LEO and the managers. J.R.M. Simmons. Published by Macdonald, London, 1962.  
 
7. Problems of auditing computing data: internal audit practice and external audit theory. T  
R Thompson. The Computer Journal, Vol. 3, No 1, 1960, pages 10-11.  
 
 
[B]. A selection of retrospective books and articles specific to LEO I.  
 
8. Performance Problems with LEO I. J M M Pinkerton. The Radio and Electronic 
Engineer, Vol. 45, No. 8, August 1975, pages 411-414.  
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9. The early history of LEO: the first data processing computer. Talk by J M M Pinkerton at 
the Computer Museum, Boston, USA, 4th 

 
October 1987. Abridged version available at: 

web.archive.org/web/20100414235450/http://ed-thelen.org/comp-
hist/TheCompMusRep/TCMR-V21.html#Early  
Snapshot dated 14th April 2020 retrieved on 5th February 2024. 
 
10. LEO and its applications: the beginning of business computing. D T Caminer, The 
Computer Journal, Vol. 40, No 10, 1997, pages 585-597.  
 
 
[C]. Retrospective books and articles on LEO I and subsequent developments.  
(There are many such items; what follows is a small selection).  
 
11. LEO : the first business computer. Peter J. Bird. Published by Hasler Publishing Ltd. 
1994. ISBN 0-9521651-0-4.  
 
12. User-driven innovation: the world's first business computer. David Caminer, John Aris, 
Peter Hermon and Frank Land. Published by McGraw-Hill. 1996. ISBN 0-07-709236-8.  
 
13. A computer called LEO: Lyons teashops and the world's first office computer. Georgina 
Ferry. Published by Fourth Estate, 2003. ISBN 1-84115-185-8.  
 
14. John Pinkerton and Lyons Electronic Office, M V Wilkes. IEE Computing and Control 
Engineering Journal, Vol. 12, 2001, pages 130-144. 


